Cotrimoxazole for prenatal treatment of congenital toxoplasmosis?
Congenital toxoplasmosis is still one of the most frequent causes of fetal death. Despite a significant improvement in diagnosis, particularly in utero diagnosis, maternal treatment is only partially effective in preventing transmission to the fetus and treating fetal infection. Maternal treatment is based on drugs developed 50 years ago, which may have limited efficacy (spiramycin) or serious side-effects (pyrimethamine). Data on the use of cotrimoxazole in mouse models of toxoplasmosis and for preventing toxoplasmic encephalitis in patients suffering from AIDS have led Francis Derouin and colleagues to consider the potential of cotrimoxazole for prenatal prevention and treatment of toxoplasmic fetal death.